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Nixa High School senior
Post-graduation plans:
Defi nitely college, but I’m not sure where yet. 
Maybe MSU, OTC or Drury for basics.

What I want to pursue for a career:
Architecture, engineering or business

Why I want to pursue this career:
That’s what my dad does, a lot of 
structural and I grew up in it. I 
like hands on things. And then 
the tech side of me likes the 
engineering part.

A favorite high-school 
memory:
When I won my fi rst golf 
tournament.

The most adventurous 
thing I’ve ever done:
I’ve been to a lot of rock 
climbing places. I visited the 
Rocky Mountains, too.

What I remember from 
my fi rst day of fi rst grade:
Taking a picture with my twin 
sister, Olivia.

The best part about going 
to school in Nixa:
It’s a blue-ribbon school and 
there are lots of opportunities.

Two words to describe one of my favorite 
teachers:

Mrs. McGehee was my sixth-grade teacher, and 
she is outgoing and creative.

One way students can make the school a 
better place:

Be more appreciative of what we have here.

What I wanted to be when I was little:
A builder

If I could travel anywhere on earth 
without limitation, I’d go to:

Norway

The best advice I ever 
received:

Never say “can’t.”

The last song I listened to:
“Straight Outta Compton” by NWA.

Hobbies:
Golf, hiking, climbing and 

the outdoors.

What I’m looking 
forward to most about 

graduation:
Figuring out what I’m going 

to do in college

Someone I’d like to say 
thank you to:

Mrs. Angela Hefl ey because 
I had her multiple years. She 

helped whenever I needed 
help and was always there 

when I needed her to be. She 
was always there to come to.

Facebook, Twitter or 
Snapchat?

Snapchat
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is for 30-year education 
veteran Cathy Calhoun 
navigates the life of a 

kindergarten teacher at 
High Pointe Elementary.

photos and article by Amber Duran • Headliner News

t’s still and quiet as teachers and staff trickle into High 
Pointe Elementary at 7:45 a.m.

Cathy Calhoun sits silently at her desk in room 208 
with a pair of scissors and yellow construction paper 

prepping her lessons for the day. 
It’s yellow day and her yellow top, adorned with deep blue gem-

stones and a multi-colored paisley skirt, refl ects the special event.
Calhoun is all about making her classroom brighter — even 

when it’s not yellow day.
Every wall in the room is draped with colors and shapes — trian-

gles, circles and every color of the rainbow make an appearance.
The numbers three and four dance a tango on one wall, while 

“Pete the Cat” shows how to color inside the lines on another. 
The alphabet dances on the walls, too, playfully leading your 

eye to A mingled in a waltz with B, and C and D close in step.
The classroom display matters, Calhoun says. Afterall, High 

Pointe Elementary is a brain-based school, meaning the way 
colors interact with brain function is refl ected in the construc-
tion of different areas of the school.

“The gym is yellow because that’s an energy color. The lunch 
room has purple in the rafters. That’s a digestive color. Even the 
lights here mimic actual daylight,” she says, noting the lights have 
faded some of her colorful displays on the walls, like the sun.

A lemon takes shape in Calhoun’s construction paper, an 
indication of the special lesson of the day — making lemonade 
— her favorite of the year.

She obtained a grant for all the kindergarten classes to fund 
the lemonade assignment, where the kids make lemonade. But 
there was only so much money, and she’s found herself paying 
out of pocket once again.

“This morning I stopped to get sugar and extra lemons. That’s 
just what teachers do,” she says, shrugging her shoulders mat-
ter of factly. “I don’t know if other professions do that or not. A 
lot of the classroom comes from out of pocket.”

A wooden reading loft at one end of her classroom is evi-
dence of that. Her husband built it. She says her kindergartners 
get excited about reading when they have a fun place to get 
comfortable. Pillows and bean bag chairs spruce up the space, 
with a bookshelf in the front to display the purpose for the 
classroom contraption.

After checking out “Press Here” for story time from the 
school library, getting supplies in order for the day’s activities 
and taking down the tiny chairs that barely fi t half an adult but 
fi t her students just right, Calhoun takes a bathroom break 
before starting her day. Well, before starting the part of her 
day the students see.

Continued on Page 6
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Storytime! Zoe Miller, Lylli Ray and Nicholas Eisterhold can 
barely contain their excitement during a storytime reading of 
“Press Here.”

COVER PHOTO

Kindergarten teacher Cathy Calhoun reads “Press Here” as 
students Katlyn Russell, Taegan Schmitz and Brooks Weldy 
actively participate with each page.

kindergarten  K
I
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The morning grind
hat seems like mere minutes of prep 
time is actually a little over an hour. 
But that’s just a typical day in kinder-
garten for a teacher.

Her 22 students are waiting for pick-up at 
the gym, where they go over announcements 
with Principal Marilyn Hanna and say the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

After walking around the gym before class, 
the kids are keyed up, energized for the day. 
Calhoun’s first task is get the chidlren quietly 
through the halls and back to room 208.

Her kindergartners know to form two lines. 
They’ve done this before, but sometimes 
they forget they also have to stay quiet — the 
whole time.

“Great lines,” Calhoun praises her students. 
“Hands at sides. Quiet in the halls. Let’s all 
put a bubble in our mouths.” 

The kids’ cheeks blow up like they each 
have a giant bubble-gum bubble trapped in 
their mouths. Their lips seal tightly, and they 
maneuver through the hallway to their daytime 
home — kindergarten.

Calhoun hugs each student, welcoming 
them to class once again. Many students 
have dressed for yellow day. She tells them 
they all look so bright today. 

“Why do you all look bright today?” she 
asks.

“It’s yellow day!” the class extols.

Sticking to a schedule
rom the minute the youngsters ar-
rive, it’s class time and every minute 
counts. 

Calhoun gets the students situated. 
They hand in their take-home folders from the 
night before — a parent-child activity on capital 
and lowercase letters.

She puts the kids to work with “Pete the Cat” 
and coloring inside the lines while she reviews 
their take-home assignments.

“Mi. Calhoun, Mi. Calhoun. Look how I shaded 
it in. Mi. Calhoun?” Lake Johnson shouts 
excitedly, missing the “ss” on the end of Miss. 
altogether.

“Kids, Mrs. Calhoun will come to you with 
silent hands in the air,” she gently reminds the 
class, but mostly it’s for Lake, who just goes 
back to what he’s doing.

Calhoun continues reading the students’ as-
signments. Keller Robison’s makes her laugh. 

“He told us, ‘big letters are real letters, little 
letters are fake. I have five fake letters,” his 
parents wrote on the worksheet.

Kindergarten is about getting down the ba-
sics, so Calhoun isn’t surprised by the student’s 
thought processes and each child is different 
when they enter her class.

“At the first day of school, a lot of the 

students don’t even know how to hang their 
backpacks up. The one thing about kindergar-
ten is you can’t assume they know anything. 
You have to go through every minúte detail. It 
sounds like they can’t do anything, but they do 
so much,” she says. “At the end of the day, you 
can see how they’ve learned something. Even 
though they’re little, there’s a lot they can do. 
The jumps are just ginormous. I love it so much. 
Some kids come in and they can’t recognize a 
letter. By the end, they are writing sentences or 
short stories and they are reading.”

Getting to that point takes Calhoun’s con-
tinual repetition of the rules — what letters look 
like, how to form words, spell words, count. 
It has to be a repetitive and routine process. 
Children need the structure, Calhoun says.

“If something throws off the schedule even 
a little bit, you can just feel the atmosphere 
change in the room,” she says. “It can send the 
class into a bit of chaos.”

When two electricians have to check out 
something in the classroom’s ceiling in the 
afternoon, Calhoun is proved right.

Lylli Ray looks around at her fellow class-
mates worriedly.

“What do we do know?” she says, putting her 
hands up in confusion.

They speculate on whether there are spiders 

up there or whether the electricians — whose 
legs are all the kids can see, their heads and 
torsos in the rafters — will be gobbled up by 
the ceiling. This sends some of the kids into 
giggle fits. 

Calhoun shakes her head and smiles.

Fitting it all in
alhoun pushes on with morning 
activities. They review how to be 
whole body listeners, something 
they review each day.

“If you have a quiet mouth, pat yourself on 
the back,” she says, before reviewing, again, 
how to be good listeners. Bottoms on floor, 
hands in lap, ears listening, eyes watching. 
The kids practice it before beginning the 
morning message, which she writes on a 
large sheet of paper.

She begins the opening address.
“You are all looking bright today. So I 

think I will call my bright kids. Dear Bright 
Kids,” she starts, before one of the stu-
dents stops her.

“No, we’re brighties!”
“Ooo, brighties, that sounds fun. Dear 

Brighties,” she begins.
Making note of the date and using small 

words, Calhoun dictates a letter for the day 

and then teaches the word “is” to the kids. 
They then point it out in the letter.

When she reads it out loud, the kids 
shout, “Stop!” at each period mark, because 
that’s what the period means.

This is typical for Calhoun’s lessons. 
She’s always finding ways to get students 
involved. It sticks with them when they are 
part of it, she says.

Before long, and after other lessons, the 
kids need to go to special class, which for 
today is library. Other days it’s art, gym, 
music or computers.

Calhoun escorts them through the hall — 
not before one of four scheduled bathroom 
stops for all the kids — and drops them off.

It’s not Calhoun’s break time, however it’s 
45 minutes of prep time. She walks to the 
teacher’s lounge to warm up the laminator. 

Then it’s back to the classroom to prep 
the lemonade project. She won’t have 
another chance before it’s time to slice and 
squeeze the lemons in the afternoon.

She makes a mad dash again for the 
teacher’s lounge, laminating photo collages 
her kindergartners made for their cub-
bies. This isn’t essential, but Calhoun says 
it gives the kids something familiar from 
home to look at, like lockers in junior high 
or high school.

Calhoun says she’s surprisingly on her 
feet most of the day, averaging anywhere 
between 8,000-10,000 steps a day, ac-
cording to her iWatch. Her trips back and 
forth from the laminator add to her thou-
sands of steps for the day.

She picks up the kids from library on 
the way back — they form the same lines 
and work on the same air bubbles in their 
mouths, hands at their sides, noses behind 
the person in front of them.

Back in class, it’s story time.
“That’s one of my passions (storytime). I 

try to make it contagious,” Calhoun says.
It works.
Calhoun begins “Press Here,” making an 

ordinary storybook come to life. 
“Press here, it says. Lylli, do you want to 

come up and try?” she asks.
Lylli walks up smiling, presses the yellow 

dot on the page and then Calhoun turns the 
page and gasps!

The yellow dot is now red. The kids gasp, 
too.

“I’m magic!” Lylli exclaims.
This continues page by page and the kids 

get more excited about what the next page 
could contain.

Presley Owensby covers her face ner-
vously.

“Oh my gosh, I can’t look!” she cries. 
Continued on Page 10

Three cheers for kindergarten! Cathy Calhoun’s kindergarten class enjoys a sunny day on the playground at High Pointe Elementary.

W

F

C

Nicholas Eisterhold presses a colored dot on the pages of “Press Here” during storytime to 
see what changes on the next page.
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KINDERGARTEN
SCHEDULE

8-8:30 a.m. — 
Prepare days lessons

8:40 a.m. — 
Pick up students from the 

gym, walk them back to class. 
Unload lunches, backpacks, 
get assignments turned in

7:30-7:45 a.m. — 
Arrive at school

9-9:20 a.m. — 
Morning message. Review 

months, days of week. Write 
the class a message for the day, 
read aloud simple sight words

9:20-9:35 a.m. — 
Pledge of Allegiance, go to 
smart board for calendar, 

weather, shapes, number of 
days in school, counting

9:45-10:35 a.m. — 
Specials: Library, music, 

art, computers

10:40-11:05 
a.m. — ABC chart, 
phonos, word work, 

shared reading

11:05-11:32 a.m. — 
Guided reading and 
lit stations. Stations: 
“Pete the Cat” book, 

Beans, rice letter match, 
Play-Doh your name on 
the mat, Pete — roll 

and color

11:32-11:40 a.m. — 
Wash for lunch

11:38 a.m. — 
Begin lining up 

for lunch

11:40 a.m. — 
Take kids through 

lunch line

11:45 a.m.- noon — 
Teacher eats lunch

12:05 p.m. —
 Pick up students 

from cafeteria

Noon-12:20 p.m. — 
Predictable sentences, 

ready, set, readers

12:25-12:50 p.m. — 
First recess  

(teacher prepares for 
other lessons)

12:55-1:05 p.m. —
 Restroom

1:05-1:35 p.m. —
 Handwriting and 
writers’ workshop

1:35-1:45 p.m. — 
Math mini lesson

1:45-2:10 p.m. — 
Math stations

2:10-2:30 p.m. — 
Second recess, 
teacher on duty

2:40-2:45 p.m. —
 Restroom

2:50-2:55 p.m. — 
Pack up school boxes, 
backpacks, mailboxes

2:50-3 p.m. — 
Snack time, 
read aloud

3:20-4 p.m. — Clean 
up snacks, line up 

students at the door, line 
up bus riders by 3:25 
p.m. Walk children to 

gym for pick up.

Cathy Calhoun leads her kindergartners 
through the halls of High Pointe 

Elementary, a basic concept students 
learn in kindergarten.

Brennan Salisbury 
practices coloring 
inside the lines on 
a picture of “Pete 
the Cat.”

Charlie Lindsay 
makes his way 

through the 
lunchline at High 

Pointe Elementary.

Lylli Ray volunteers to press 
a yellow circle in the book 
“Press Here” during class 

storytime at High Pointe 
Elementary.

Presley Owensby and 
kindergarten teacher Cathy 
Calhoun anxiously wait to 
see how one page changes 
to the next in a reading of 
“Press Here.”
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Everyone takes a turn being “magic.” 
Calhoun’s inflection weaves along with the 
story she tells, from a soft whisper to an 
excited shriek as the pages turn.

“How you see it is how the kids see it,” 
she says. “If you say, we get to read to-
day, the kids say, ‘We get to read today!’ 
If you say, ‘oh we have to do this’ or ‘get 
this out of the way,’ they think of it as a 
chore. We are setting them up for the 
rest of their years here in kindergarten.”

A whirlwind afternoon
he long-awaited lunch period is 
minutes away. Some kids started 
grumbling about food nearly an 
hour before. 

Energy levels shoot up as Calhoun asks 
them to line up — kids with school lunch 
first, then those with lunches from home, 
though some from the second group are 
too anxious and line up first anyway.

The students get 25 minutes for lunch. 
Calhoun gets whatever time is left after 
getting them through the lunch line, which 
is usually about 15 minutes.

Her fellow kindergarten teachers share 
the same lunch schedule. It’s one of the 
only times they are together during the 
school day.

Lindsay Dingus’ class got a little rowdy 
before lunch.

“Who knew giving them lunch would 
make them go, Aghhh! We forgot how to 
go to the bathroom. We forgot how to walk 
together,” she says between bites of food. 

There’s very little conversation as the 
four teachers fill the silence with meal 
time.

“Sometimes we don’t say anything at all,” 
Sarah Polluck says. “You learn to shovel it 
all down.”

“That’s what you have to do. You get 
used to it,” Calhoun says. “You just can’t 
believe how stuck to the clock you are.”

Speaking of clocks, Calhoun has barely 
finished her noon meal when she glances 
at her watch. She pops the lid on a mostly 
empty salad and is back on her feet.

The kids form another line  — a vital 
kindergarten process they mastered early 
in the school year.

Calhoun picks up the class from the 
cafeteria and takes them back to the 
classroom for the rest of the day filled with 
projects, lessons, reading, snack time and 
recess.

Calhoun says while most of the day goes 
by quickly, the afternoon is a whirlwind.

“My days go so fast. It’s unreal how fast 
they go,” she says shaking her head and 
glancing at her watch again.

After learning stations and testing sever-
al students’ reading, the kids go to recess. 
Calhoun has recess duty for the second 
recess of the afternoon, so she uses this 
time to bring out the lemons, sugar pack-
ets and other utensils she prepared earlier 
for the kids to make their own lemonade. 
It’s the big afternoon project for the day, 
and she’s excited about it. 

The kids come back in from recess red 
in the face from the heat outside.

Today’s the perfect day for some fresh 
lemonade.

Calhoun reviews with the kids things 
that are yellow — the theme of the day. 

Bananas, minions, two girls’ hair bows, 
butter, lemons.

“Ooo, yes lemons are yellow ... And that’s 
what we are going to play with today,” 
Calhoun says.

She slices up a lemon for the kids to try.
Brennan Salisbury grimaces as the sour 

juice saturates her taste buds. She doesn’t 
like it. But suprisingly, after a class survey, 
more kids like the sour lemon than not. 
Calhoun makes note of the class lesson 
on the large notepad.

Then the kids make the real thing — 
sweet, homemade lemonade. It’s the 
perfect treat after a hot recess.

In a flash, the day comes to a close. 
Stations of learning, snack time, recess, 
reading levels tests, pack up, clean and 
the kids end the day where they started it 
— the gymnasium, where they wait for the 
bus or pick up.

Kindergarten 101
his has been Calhoun’s life for the 
past 30 years, and she wouldn’t 
live it any other way.

But teaching the past three de-
cades, Calhoun says, doesn’t come without 
its own set of challenges.

As a teacher, she not only deals with 

students, but with parents.
“I’ve had parents say my kids know their 

ABCs and then I have to ask, ‘Do they ac-
tually know their ABCs or do they know the 
song?’ Because there is a big difference 
between singing the song and identifying 
the letter B,” she says.

Getting parents involved in their child’s 
education can make all the difference, 
Calhoun says, which is why she sends 
home parent-student work for homework — 
parent and child learning together.

Teaching and keeping the kids in line 
at the same time can be a challenge, too. 
Calhoun is one, the students are many.

“Disciplining and still trying to continue 
the lesson, that’s the trick,” Calhoun says. 
“You don’t want someone else misbehav-
ing, because then you’re taking care of 
someone else.”

She says you learn to stay organized, to 
stay smiling and keep things rolling. 

If Pixar’s Dory from “Finding Nemo” could 
phrase it, she’d say, “Just keep teaching.”

“You’ve got to stay organized and on top 
of everything or you get behind and lose 
control quick,” Calhoun says. “Unless they’re 
paying attention, they’re not learning or 
they’re keeping someone else from learning.”

But how do you discipline kindergartners?
“Sometimes you have to get stern with 

them but really try to put a positive spin 
on it. So I try to find someone with good 
behavior and use them as a model and say, 
‘I love what you’re doing when you do this,’” 
she says.

This positive reinforcement usually helps 
kids misbehaving to get on board with right 
behaviors.

Calhoun’s face lights up as much as the 
kids’ do when she’s teaching. If that isn’t 
evidence enough of her passion for teach-
ing, her 30 years at the helm is.

In kindergarten, Calhoun uses a lot of 
letter and word associations, like A is for 
apple or C is for cat. 

For Calhoun, K is definitely for kindergar-
ten and that is her world.

Khloe Schlenker reacts to the taste of 
a lemon before the classes’ homemade 
lemonade project.

T

Zoe Miller squeezes her lemon as hard as 
she can to make homemade lemonade as 
part of a kindergarten class project at High 
Pointe Elementary.

T
Lake Johnson interacts with kindergarten 
teacher Cathy Calhoun during a storytime 
reading of “Press Here.”
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Nixa Public Schools

Nixa, once again, is celebrating high MAP and 
EOC test scores. For the 15th year, Nixa tops the 
Central Ozarks Conference and Springfield schools 
for its scores on these tests. The students’ scores 
placed Nixa in first or second spot for scores in all 
areas — the only district in the area to be able to 
claim that consistency of excellence.

While these scores are only one piece in the 
puzzle that shows how successful Nixa is, it is one 
that does play an important part in measuring how 

TOP OF THE CLASS
Nixa School District 

continues consistency 
of excellence.

Granted, MAP/EOC testing is not the ‘tell 
all’ of assessments, but it does show that 
our students are learning much of what is 
deemed necessary and important when it 

comes to their academics.”
-STEPHEN KLEINSMITH

Nixa superintendent

“Granted, MAP/EOC testing is not the ‘tell “Granted, MAP/EOC testing is not the ‘tell 

effective the district is in educating 
our students.

“Principals, faculty and staff are to 
be commended for a job well done. 
Granted, MAP/EOC testing is not the 
‘tell all’ of assessments, but it does 
show that our students are learning 
much of what is deemed necessary 
and important when it comes to their 
academics,” Superintendent Stephen 
Kleinsmith said. 

The junior high and high school saw 
MAP/EOC scores, once again, well 
above the state averages in all content 
areas and grade levels. At the junior 
high, seventh-grade math increased 5 
percent and, at the high school, Algebra 
I increased 3 percent while English II 
improved almost 9 percent. The high 
school’s scores were high enough that 

School Digger ranked the high school 
at #4 in the state.

“Nixa’s tradition of excellence contin-
ues, as we once again demonstrated 
through our scores that we are pro-
viding a high quality education for all 
grade levels and subject areas,” Clay 
Hanna, executive director of secondary 
education, said

The elementary grades were just as 
successful. In six of nine measurement 
areas, students reached the highest 
percentages of advanced and profi cient 
in the history of Nixa taking the MAP 
for grades 3-6. In fact, Nixa outper-
formed state averages by about 20 
percent across the board.

This wasn’t always the case in the 
English and Language Arts portion of 
the test. Nixa has spent the last three 

years focusing its efforts on what the 
districts like to call LNW — Literacy 
the Nixa Way. Through professional 
development, collaboration and a focus 
on Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop, 
the district saw tremendous growth in 
students.  Its teachers, administrators 
and support staff have led the charge 
in shifting the focus to a new literacy 
education model.

“Our students continue to amaze as 
they show what they know, not only on 
these standardized tests, but also in so 
many different areas of performance,” 
Kevin Kopp, executive director of 
elementary education, said.

To see how Nixa students are excel-
ling in other areas, make sure and fol-
low upcoming events in QuickNews, the 
school websites and the district app.
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comers in a sea of veteran Nixa students 
and staff.

Work carried on at Nixa and Zimmer-
man started learning the ropes of her 
jobs, positions completely new to her.

But despite the newness, Zimmer-
man said she fell in love with her role in 
students’ lives.

“If you didn’t care about what you are 
doing, then this would be a horrible job,” 
she said. “All the paperwork isn’t fun. It’s 
the contact with the kids, that’s what 
makes it fun and simply enjoyable to 
come to work everyday.”

She juggles her roles well because 
she loves what she does and she likes 
not being settled into just one thing.

“It’s nice. I never really get bogged 
down in one thing,” she said, motioning 
to the various stacks of papers on her 
desk. “I have my volleyball pile here, my 
Care to Learn pile here and my group-
home pile here.”

In her Care to Learn stack are vouch-
ers to sign for students to get any num-
ber of things — a dentist appointment, 
eye exam, glasses, clothing.

Zimmerman signs these daily, but she 

doesn’t pay attention to the names of 
the students. She knows signing the 
vouchers is minimal work, but it makes a 
huge impact in students’ lives.

“When I know that I’ve made a differ-
ence, whether that be a group-home stu-
dent or someone we helped through Care 
to Learn, just knowing that I’ve had an 
impact, makes it all worthwhile,” she said. 

One voucher she signed was for that 
very same former Parkview student she 
always said hi to in the hall.

“I had no idea I had written a voucher 
for clothing for this student,” she said. 
“He must have seen my signature on 
the voucher.”

When he saw her again, he personally 

thanked her.
“‘It’s been a really long time since I’ve 

had my own clothing’ is what he told me. 
I never would’ve known, if this kid hadn’t 
had the courage to approach me and 
thank me,” she said. 

That’s the impact she knows she can 
make in her role at Nixa Schools, and 
those are the moments she clings to 
when students’ life stories tug at her 
heartstrings.

“It made enough of an impact for 
him to want to say thank you,” she said. 
“Sometimes it’s hard. When you know 
the stories behind some of the kids ... it 
can weigh on you. But I know I may be 

‘Open arms for kids’
From group-home liaison to Care to Learn Nixa director to head volleyball coach, Annie Zimmerman wears many hats.
Article by Amber Duran • Headliner News
Photos by Amber Duran and Jeff Kessinger • Headliner News

In Annie Zimmerman’s line of work, her signature is more than 
just a stamp of approval or the ink of authorization scratched on a 
document.

Though she wears the title of group-home liaison and head volley-
ball coach at Nixa High School, Zimmerman is also the Care to 

Learn Nixa director.
Her signature can mean the difference between a student 
going hungry over the weekend or having a full belly. It can 

mean being able to read the whiteboard or not, coming to 
school in rags or in your own clothing.

Care to Learn is providing these needs to Nixa stu-
dents, but Zimmerman rarely sees fi rsthand the reach 
of her work because of the anonymity granted to 
students involved with with the program.

“I usually never know the students we help. We 
try to keep it anonymous to protect their privacy,” 
she said.

But in rare occurrences, Zimmerman gets a 
glimpse of a student’s gratitude and the impact 
her Care to Learn role has in the lives of kids.

One such occurrence is best explained by 
getting to know Zimmerman’s education 
background.

Zimmerman didn’t start her career at Nixa 
Schools. 

A Seymour native, Zimmerman started as 
an assistant coach at Seymour High School, 
which is where she felt inspired to become 
an educator in the fi rst place.
“That’s how I knew I wanted to go into edu-

cation,” she said. “I loved school in general. I loved 
going to high school and being involved. I loved 

sports. When I started actually coaching, that’s where I 
felt I belonged.”

After attending grad school at Missouri State Uni-
versity, Zimmerman started her fi rst teaching job at 
Seymour, teaching middle- and high-school health 
for fi ve years. She continued coaching, too — volley-
ball, basketball, softball and cross-country. 

Eventually she took a job at Liberty High 
School in Mountain View, coaching and teaching 
physical education. 

In 2011, she got called for a volleyball coach 
opening at Parkview in Springfi eld, which is where 
she was just prior to jumping on board at Nixa. 

It was at Parkview that Zimmerman met a 
student. Well, she met many students but one 
particularly stands out, because when she moved 

to Nixa High School, unbeknownst to her, this 
student did too. And when they saw each other in the 

halls, they always said hello and chit-chatted — two new-

If you could visualize a person standing at the front of the school 
doors, Annie stands at the front of the school doors with open arms 

and an open heart for the kids, for all kids.”
-STEPHEN KLEINSMITH

Nixa superintendent“
If you could visualize a person standing at the front of the school 

“
If you could visualize a person standing at the front of the school 

doors, Annie stands at the front of the school doors with open arms “doors, Annie stands at the front of the school doors with open arms 

Annie Zimmerman is the group-home liaison for Nixa High School, the 
Care to Learn Nixa director and the head volleyball coach for Nixa. Coach Annie Zimmerman gives the team a pep talk.

Continued on Page 16
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Group-home liaison  
and volleyball coach

Zimmerman works with students in 
Nixa group-homes on a one-on-one 
basis for an hour everyday of the 
school week — sometimes it’s at the 
home, sometimes she’s working to in-
tegrate them back into public school.

It’s another role she has an opportu-
nity to help students in need, though 
their needs vary with each student.

“Every case is a little different. 
Every kid comes from a different 
background,” she said. “Backgrounds, 
typically, are very negative in nature. 
But they’re just kids. They just want 
to be kids even when they put off 
like they don’t want to be. My job is 
to help them back to be a student. 
It’s rewarding to see them turn that 
corner and see they can do it.”

As an educator she cares for stu-
dents, but that carries 
over to her coaching, too.

“Girls, I think, they really 
need to know that you 
care. I don’t think you 
have to be best friends, 
but I definitely want my 
players to know that I 
care about them,” she 
said. “I try to teach them 
it’s not just what they do 
in the gym, but it’s about 
being good people.”

She may not say it 
herself, but Zimmerman’s 
reputation proceeds her 
at Nixa Schools, where 
her superiors commend 
her work.

“We have young people 

who come to us every morning with 
different backgrounds, socioeco-
nomically speaking, and other at-risk 
factors,” Kleinsmith said. “If you could 
visualize a person standing at the front 
of the school doors, Annie stands 
at the front of the school doors with 
open arms and an open heart for the 
kids, for all kids.”

The bottom line: She cares about kids.
“Annie Zimmerman loves children 

and cares very much about any child 
regardless of background and regard-
less of what color skin they are or 
what religion they belong to ... She 
doesn’t give a rip, she cares about the 
kids,” Kleinsmith said. “We are lucky 
to have her on staff and we look for 
a long tenure in this leadership role 
that she currently holds.”

McGehee said Zimmerman is the 
role model Nixa Schools needs.

“Coach Zimmerman is a great role 
model for our students and leads by 
example. She is definitely a positive 
influence in the lives of the students 
and athletes that she works with,” 
he said. “(She’s) dedicated to kids, 
because she works so hard and takes 
her job so seriously so students can 
grow and achieve their goals.”

able to be a person in this kid’s life that 
can be there for them.”

Care to Learn Nixa
The Nixa Chapter of Care to Learn 

started in 2009, just one year after it 
launched in Springfield.

Since its inception, it has been 
largely driven by the school and the 
support of the community. 

That was evident at the organiza-
tion’s inaugural Boots and Bling 
fundraiser event Sept. 17, where 

Zimmerman and a crew of volunteers, 
board members and school staff 
raised nearly $28,000. That’s almost 
equivalent to the expenses for the 
2015-2016 school year.

Zimmerman gives the credit to the 
community.

“I have been blown away by the gen-
erosity of the Nixa community — how 
many people want to be involved,” she 
said, adding that many participate 
packing backpacks or join the $200 a 
year backpack buddy program, which 

feeds a student all year. “There’s 
no special recognition, they just 
know they’re doing something 
good for a student.”

Nixa Superintendent Stephen 
Kleinsmith credits a lot of the 
program’s success to Zimmer-
man’s dynamic leadership.

“She’s someone who has the 
leadership characteristic of a 
visionary goal-achiever. She 
goes beyond certain goals for 
the benefit of students,” he said. 
“She has a work ethic that is 
outstanding. With her work ethic 
she understands the value of 
follow through. A good idea dies 
with lack of follow through. That 

doesn’t happen with (Annie).”
Nixa High School Principal 

Mark McGehee agreed.
“Coach Zimmerman is an incredibly 

hard worker and is able to achieve 
great results in all the roles she is 
responsible for,” he said. “Putting to-
gether a successful Boots and Bling 
event and raising $27,952 for Care to 
Learn is just one example of the type 
of results she is able to achieve.”

Kleinsmith and McGehee said Zim-
merman’s work ethic carries through 
all her job titles.

Annie Zimmerman wears many hats, one of which is volleyball coach for the Nixa Eagles. 
Pictured from left, Regan Ansley, a junior, Mary Weber, a junior, and Madison Grantham, a junior.

Deep in thought, Coach Annie Zimmerman focuses on the 
game during a Fall 2016 volleyball game.
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Olivia 
Ramsey

Nixa High School senior
Post-graduation plans:
Go to Drury and play golf in college. 
That’d be fun. 

What I want to pursue for a career:
Either elementary education or nursing 

in the NICU

Why I want to pursue this career:
I like being with kids and don’t want to 

sit in an offi ce.

A favorite high-school memory:
When I qualifi ed for state in golf. 
I didn’t expect it, so when I did 
that was cool.

The most adventurous 
thing I’ve ever done:
I’ve been to a lot of rock 
climbing places. I visited 
the Rocky Mountains,
 too.

High-school activities:
Cross-country and track, vice president 
of Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America, student council, golf 
and National Honor Society

Someone I 
look up to:
My grandma 
Marcelene 
Middleton

Advice for freshmen:
Whenever you start, don’t fall behind. 

Work hard and fi nish assignments.

The last movie I 
watched in the theater:
“Finding Dori”

Something unique about attending high 
school in Nixa:

The atmosphere and people around you. And 
the administration is supportive of everything.

Best part about the Nixa community:
I like how small it is. It’s not like you know 

everyone, but everyone lives near you.

My favorite teacher:
My fi rst-grade teacher, Rachel 
Bergin, and Mrs. Angela Hefl ey

What’s the secret to success?
Trying your best at everything. Practice 

makes perfect.

Three items on my bucket list:
Playing golf in college, if I teach to be a 

teacher kids remember and go to Hawaii.

If I could have coffee with anyone, 
I’d choose:

My grandpa Ron Middleton

The fi rst thing I do when I get 
home from school:

I have golf practice, then I do homework.

The best way to stay energized:
Go outside. That’s why I like to play golf.

Something I’m proud of: 
I started playing golf my sophomore 

year and worked hard to improve and 
was successful.

Something I 
never leave 
home without:
My phone

Would you rather go white-water rafting, 
mountain climbing or hang gliding?

Mountain climbing. I’ve been white-water rafting 
before.UPCOMING 

SHOWS

After years of the community 
asking, and after years of want-
ing to offer it, Nixa is excited to 
launch online ticketing for theater 
performances, which will also 
expand into other areas including 
events and athletic games in the 
future.

The new system, operated by 
the national ticketing platform 
iTickets, allows for those purchas-
ing tickets to choose their seats, 
purchase for multiple nights and 
keep tickets on their phones so 
there aren’t any lost tickets.

And, as always, you can still 
come by the box office to buy 
your tickets at designated times or 
before the show — if any are still 
any remaining.

This year, Nixa High School 
theatre will be presenting the 
following productions:

• Shrek the Musical: Nov. 14-19
• 1940’s Radio Hour: Dec. 15-

17
• Peter and the Starcatcher: 

April 6-8
Ticket and show information can 

be found at www.nixatheatre.net.

Community can now 
order tickets online
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JTSD offers STEAM-focused learning experience.

• K-6 learning experience
• STEAM-based curriculum
• Environment of inquiry and critical thinking
• Opportunities to engage in engineering to solve real-world 

problems
• Diverse before and after school experiences through 

numerous clubs
• Student leadership opportunities
• School campus characterized by unique student-driven 

features such as JTSD Gardens, STEAMovation Station, 
FABLAB, etc.

• Progressive, risk-taking school culture

Nixa Public Schools

I
t’s been five years since John Thomas School of Discovery 
had its first lottery for students. Since that time, the school 
has evolved into a premier example of a STEAM-based 
education model.

While JTSD was the first one-to-one school in Nixa and 
parents wanting their child to have a device was a consideration 
for many parents interested in the school, the device was never 
the focus. It was simply a tool to enhance learning. What has 
and continues to make JTSD unique is their STEAM-focused 
learning experience. 

What is STEAM? STEAM incorporates science, technology, 
engineering, the arts and math but it is more than a combination 
of words. STEAM curriculum is driven by problem-solving and 
exploratory learning that actively engages students in the 
classroom. The more students are engaged, the more they learn 
and retain.

At JTSD, students are given the chance to ask why and how 
something works and are then given the time and opportunity 
to explore those questions in their classroom. This helps them 
to see and interact differently with the world around them.  
Students have to be able to think in a creative manner to solve 
problems. This helps prepare them for real-life experiences in a 
society driven by the work of scientists, engineers and creative 
thinkers.

Parents who are looking to fill out an enrollment request form 
for their child to have an opportunity to go to JTSD should know 
that the school’s goal is to capture and enhance a child’s natural 
curiosity, build problem-solving skills and create confident 
communicators. While this school may not be for everyone, it is a 
wonderful experience and valuable opportunity for many.  

For more information, go to www.nixapublicschools.net/
jtsdlottery for full information on the lottery process — which 
runs from Feb. 6-17, 201 — guidelines and frequently asked 
questions.

ENHANCED LEARNING

JTSD uniquely 
offers the following:
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Joey Medina 
is Nixa Eagles’ 
newest football 

player.

Joey has always loved the Nixa Eagles. Bonnie says 
her son’s love of the game started when his older sister, Kassie, 
a 2008 graduate, joined the choir and would sing the national 
anthem at the home games. 

“I think the reason he loves them so much is because they ac-
cept him for who he is,” Bonnie says. 

Joey is a Nixa junior and attends Greene Valley School in 
Springfi eld, which is a school for people with severe disabilities. 
He will graduate when he’s 21. 

Bonnie says Joey has “gone through a lot.” His primary diagno-
sis is Tetrasomy 18p, an extremely rare chromosomal disorder in 
which, according to the National Organization for Rare Disorders, 
“the short arm of chromosome 18 appears four times rather than 
twice in cells of the body.”

“It is extremely rare,” Bonnie says. “He is the fourth documented 
case in the United States and there’s only 98 cases in the entire 
world.”

Under the diagnosis of Tetrasomy 18p, Joey has severe au-
tism, is intellectually challenged, has epilepsy and “a list of other 
things,” Bonnie says. 

“But he is verbal, can walk and is very loving and caring. He 
loves virtually everybody,” Bonnie says. “Virtually every place we 
go, he gets looked at. But (the football players) make him feel a 
part, like one of the guys.”

Senior Hayden Young says Joey, who attends all Nixa football 
games, has unoffi cially been part of the team for years. This year, 
Hayden said he’s glad it’s offi cial.

“I feel like he should have been part of the team last year,” 
Hayden says, giving Joey a high-fi ve. Joey is wearing the gloves 
Hayden gave him after the 2014 district championship game. 
“He’s just as much part of the team as everyone out here.”

Bon-
nie says having 
Joey on the Eagles 
football team is “enormous.”

“It would be like you and I being able to 
go on the fi eld with our favorite pro team,” she says, 
adding that the family plans to attend every game — home 
and away. “If we miss a game, Joey will have a cow. He’s already 
saying, ‘Mom, Friday night lights football.’”

But Joey being on the team isn’t just a dream come true for 
him. It is also a positive experience for the athletes. 

“It’s really cool to have him out here. It’s a neat experience for 
all of us. I’m sure it is for Joey, too,” senior Case Gilliam says, add-
ing that he and Joey were in the same kindergarten class. “It’s 
cool to have another guy to cheer us on on the sidelines.”

The fi rst game of the season Aug. 19 — and the fi rst of Joey’s 
two-year stint with the Eagles — the players all went to the fence 
and told Joey they were going to win the game for him. 

“Coach Rehagen said that wasn’t something he told them to 
do,” Bonnie says. “They’ve seen some things Joey’s had to go 
through. What they take for granted, he’s had to fi ght for. Even 
as busy and focused as they were during the game, even the 
coaches would give Joey a fi st bump and a high fi ve on and off 
the fi eld.”

Bonnie says that is something Joey will never forget. 
If you ask Joey who he thinks should be in the Super Bowl — 

and who would win — without hesitation, Joey points to the Nixa 
Eagles football team practicing at Eagle Stadium.

“These guys,” he says with a smile. 

Amelia Wigton • Headliner News

oey Medina, wearing his No. 99 jersey and Eagles helmet, has 
a big smile on his face. He sits on the bench with  other players, 
watching the team practice. As athletes take a break and grab a 
drink, they give Joey a high-fi ve or a pat on the back before asking 
how he’s doing. When his mom, Bonnie, asks if she can sit on the 
bench too, Joey tells her no, it’s for the team only. 

And for the fi rst time in his life, Joey is part of the Nixa Eagles 
football team. It’s a dream come true. 

“I’m so glad he’s a member of the team. This is a chance-of-a-lifetime for 
him. He’s happy doing this,” Joey’s dad, Jerry Medina says as he watches 
his son play catch with senior Ben Howard. “I’m glad they picked him. I’m 
happy he’s able to do something he’s always wanted to do. He’s a happy 
little boy. We’re glad that he gets to be part of the team.”

Thanks to Champions Committed to Kids, Joey is a member of the 
Eagles football team for the next two years. 

“Joey was beside himself and the parents are so thrilled that now 
he feels like he has an athletic purpose,” Randy Wright, execu-

tive director of Champions Committed to Kids, says about 
the fi rst game of the season. “What’s so touching 

is that the football players reach out to him and 
treat him just like a regular teammate.”

The purpose of Champions Committed 
to Kids is to “create a special bond between 
children with medical conditions and disabilities 

with local athletic teams as they inspire each 
other,” the website, www.championscommit-
tedtokids.com, says. 

Wright says there is no cost to the families as 
the organization pays for expenses including concessions, season tickets 
and gas to the games.
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